IN THE SPOTLIGHT : Energy and joy fill New Year’s Day concert
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Berkshire Bach under the direction of
Kenneth Cooper from the Harpsichord
gave a brilliant annual New Years Day
concert at the Troy Music Hall. The concert was a celebration of the Berkshire
Bach Ensemble’s 20th anniversary of
music making in the Berkshires and at
Troy Music Hall.

REVIEW

The seventeen musicians of the
ensemble are all virtuoso instrumentalists and hearing them with their guest
violinists Joseph Silverstein, Ani Kavafian Eugene Drucker and flautist Carol
Wincene was an enormous musical treasure for New Years Day.
A word needs to be said about the
acoustics of Troy Music Hall. It matches
the sound in Carnegie Hall, Symphony
Hall in Boston, The Brooklyn Academy of
Music as well as the Academy of Music in
Philadelphia. That vibrant space gives the
artists a chance to hear themselves and
frees them up to greater artistic and tonal
freedom.
The program began with Bach’s (16851750) “Brandenburg Concerto No 1 in F
Major BWV 1046”. In the very first measures the music soared into the hall with
exciting brilliance and the definition of
each instrument singly and collectively
sounded in perfect balance. The singular
beauty of Margery Bagley’s violin, the
pungent sound of Marsha Heller’s oboe
and the golden tone of the horns of Alan
Dean and Neil Mueller with the wrapping
of strings and harpsichord remained spell
binding .
Next came Georg Philipp Telemann’s
(1681-1769) “Concerto in D Major for
Four Violins (TWV 40:202)”. This marvelous concerto for four violins without
an orchestra was ravishingly played by
Joseph Silverstein, Ani Kavafian, Eugene
Drucker and Margery Bagley. The work is
an enchanting perpetuo mobile of soaring
sound giving the illusion of a full string
orchestra. The middle movement ‘Grave”
was throbbing musical poetry.
The first half ended with Bach’s “Concerto in D Major for Three Violins,
Strings and Winds (BWV 1064)”. In this
exciting piece Silverstein, Kavafian and
Drucker pulled out all the stops, the
orchestra followed suit and the glorious
sound went nearly through the roof. The
excitement the three violinists produced
was like the famed “Three Tenors” concerts from Lincoln Center.
After intermission the serene and
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Soloist Carol Wincenc performs Bach's Ouverture (Suite) No. 2 in B Minor for Flute and Strings (BWV 1067).
Left, noted soloists perform Bach's Brandenburg
Concerto No. 3 in G major
(BWV 1048) on remarkable violins: Ronald Gorevic (viola); Eugene Drucker (1686 Stradivarius);
Irena Momchilova (viola);
Ani Kavafian (1736
Stradivarius); Liuh-Wen
Ting (viola); Joseph Silverstein (1742 Guarneri del
Gesu); Kenneth Cooper
(harpsichord, musical
director)
playful “Ouveture (Suite) No 2 in B minor
for Flute and Strings (BWV 1067)” featured Carol Wincene, on the flute. The
work is a delightful contrast to all that
went before. The energy, joy and pastoral
mood of the work brought magic to the
audience and when Wincene finished
with wonderful bravura the Badinerie the
house nearly came down.
When one thought that things could
never get better the ensemble with the
three violins did a thrilling slam bang
playing of Bach’s “Brandenburg Concerto
No 3 in G major (BWV 1048)”. Cooper
brought his musicians to the peak of
their form with subtle pacing and
enveloping crescendos. Using the Largo
from Bach’s Clavier Concerto No 5 in F
Minor as the middle movement was an
inspiration.
The glorious wonder of the Largo
stopped time with the comforting sound
of Marcia Heller and Alexandra Knoll
with their mesmerizing oboes, Meg

Owens English Horn, Peter Weitzner’s
Bass and Stephen Walt’s Bassoon bringing the impress of perfection to the piece.
The last movement was over the top joy.
Just seeing the body language of Ani
Kavafian and the intensity of all three
violinists with the other fiery musicians
brought the audience up on their feet for
a grateful standing ovation.
Finally this writer has to say that in all
the many years among the 20 of Berkshire Bach he has heard, their fidelity to
music making and brilliant execution and
artistry has been amazingly consistent.
Would that they would initiate a Summer
Program for the community to hear an
inexhaustible run of J S Bach, his sons,
Handel, Vivaldi and Telemann.
The next concert in their current season is a program titled “Bach the Organist” with organist Walter Hilse and Alan
Dean Trumpet and strings on February
13 at 4 p.m. at St. Stephens Church in
Pittsfield.

Friday, January 7 through Thursday, January 13
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Norman Rockwell Museum celebrates 70th anniversary of ‘The Four Freedoms’

Reserve tickets early for
Beethoven Celebration
at the Fisher Center

In his January 6, 1941 address to Congress, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt articulated his vision for a postwar
world founded on four basic human freedoms: freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom from want, and freedom
from fear. The groundbreaking speech,
whose concepts would be incorporated
into the preamble to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, also caught the
attention of illustrator Norman Rockwell,
who was looking for a way to contribute
his own talents for the ongoing war effort.
Using his Arlington, Vermont neighbors
as reference, Rockwell began working on
a series of illustrations depicting each of
the freedoms President Roosevelt had
outlined in his speech, and his “Four
Freedoms” paintings would rally Americans to purchase 133 million dollars in
war bonds and stamps, following their
publication in “The Saturday Evening
Post” and inclusion in a national tour visited by millions.
Norman Rockwell Museum will celebrate the 70th anniversary of “The Four
Freedoms,” and the enduring influence of
the President's speech and Rockwell's
paintings, with a series of community
programs starting this month.
“Norman Rockwell’s ‘Four Freedoms’
are some of the artist’s most iconic and
important works,” says Museum Director/CEO Laurie Norton Moffatt. “We are
truly blessed that he chose to donate the
original paintings to Norman Rockwell
Museum’s permanent collection. These
majestic works are displayed in their own
dedicated gallery, where they have
inspired visitors from around the world;
they still find resonance in President
Roosevelt’s stated ideals and Rockwell's
visual interpretations. The Museum is
proud to pay tribute to the enduring legacy of these important human values during this anniversary year.”

Beethoven, Rachmaninoff, and
Sibelius - year two of the American
Symphony Orchestra's Beethoven celebration. In 2010–11, the Fisher Center's
orchestra-in-residence performs the
Sixth through Ninth symphonies —
some of the most beautiful symphonic
music ever written — in the acoustically
exquisite Sosnoff Theater. Other works
include Rachmaninoff's rarely performed First Piano Concerto; and songs
by Jean Sibelius, whose work and world
will be the focus of the 22nd Bard
Music Festival.
Reserve your seats soon — the October 2010 concerts sold out early, and
tickets to the 2011 February and April
concerts are going fast.

The season's schedule:
• Friday, February 11
and Saturday, February 12

Beethoven
Symphony No. 7 in A Major
Wellington's Victory
Jean Sibelius
Luonnotar

George Frideric Handel
"Let the Bright Seraphim"
from Samson
Mary Bonhag, soprano
Tamas Palfalvi, trumpet
André Jolivet
Trumpet Concertino
Tamas Palfalvi, trumpet

Four Freedoms Day:

• Friday, April 8 and Saturday, April 9
Beethoven
Symphony No. 8 in F Major
Symphony No. 9 in D Minor

• Friday, April 15 and Saturday, April 16
The Fisher Center presents a special
concert:
Johannes Brahms
A German Requiem

Performed by members of the American Symphony Orchestra, Bard's Conservatory Orchestra, and Bard Chorus,
and with soloists from the Graduate
Vocal Arts Program.
Performances are at the Richard B.
Fisher Center for the Performing Arts,
Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson.
For more information call 845-758-7900
or visit www.fishercenter.bard.edu.
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A 70th Anniversary Celebration on
Saturday, January 15, 12 to 4 p.m.
Explore the impact of President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s pivotal 1941
speech to Congress during this afternoon
of insightful presentations and performances that bring consideration to a significant moment in history. Featured presentations include:
• “Four Freedoms Today” with Gina
Pollara, Director of Four Freedoms Park
on Roosevelt Island, New York.
• “Roosevelt, Rockwell, and the Four
Freedoms: How a Slip of the Tongue
Inspired Artists and Changed the World”
with Dr. James Kimble, Seton Hall University.
• “Norman Rockwell’s ‘Four Freedoms’: Images That Inspired a Nation”
with author Stuart Murray.
• Meet President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, portrayed by actor Johan Trebei-

wesser, who will deliver his legendary
Four Freedoms speech.
The afternoon event is free with regular Museum admission.

Town Hall Meetings

The Four Freedoms Today: Town Hall
Meetings at Norman Rockwell Museum,
Thursdays, January 27, February 17 and
March 24 at 5:30 p.m.
Love Town Meeting Day? Tired of
political shouting rants? Not sure what to
think about the important issues of the
day? Civil discourse founded on respectful listening is a cherished, democratic
practice in New England. Share your
thoughts on the most compelling issues
of our day — this series of town hall conversations, inspired by Norman Rockwell’s “Four Freedoms”, will explore
aspects of our democracy in a rapidly
changing and increasingly global world.
Noted commentators will offer observations and inspire moderated community
discourse. Community conversation at
Town Hall Meetings are free and open to
the public.
• January 27 at 5:30 p.m. - Sickness,
Wellness and Social Responsibility. Join
us for conversation about one of the
nation’s most pressing topics — health
care for all.
• February 17 at 5:30 p.m. - Freedom
From Want: Food, Farmers and Families.
Food. We all need it; we all love it; can we
all afford it? Do we know where our food
comes from? From sustainable, locally
sourced food to modern factory farming;
empty food pantries and gourmet groceries — safe, affordable food for all is a
complex subject.
• March 24, 5:30 p.m. Four Freedoms
for All? A Community Dialogue About
Immigration. Gain a better understanding of immigration policy and the changing demographics of the Berkshires
through this enlightening community
conversation.

Four Freedoms in Ethiopia

The Four Freedoms will also be celebrated internationally; on the occasion of
the 70th anniversary of President
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s speech, and the
50th anniversary of President John F.
Kennedy’s founding of the Peace Corps;
the U.S. Ambassador to Ethiopia, Donald
Booth, has invited Norman Rockwell
Museum Director/CEO Laurie Norton
Moffatt to travel to Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia’s capital, as a U.S. Speaker and
Specialist of the Department of State’s
Bureau of International Programs. Norton Moffatt will present talks on Norman
Rockwell’s illustrations of “The Four
Freedoms” and the Peace Corps (in 1964
Rockwell traveled to Ethiopia to paint
Peace Corps volunteers at work for
“Look” magazine).

From the permanent collection of Norman Rockwell Museum
©1943 SEPS: Licensed by Curtis Publishing, Indianapolis, IN

“Freedom of Speech,” Norman Rockwell. 1943. Oil on canvas, story illustration for “The Saturday Evening Post,”
February 20, 1943.
Norman Rockwell Museum is the preeminent museum of American illustration art. Dedicated to art education and
art appreciation inspired by the enduring
legacy of Norman Rockwell, the Museum
stewards the world’s largest and most significant collection of Rockwell art, and
presents the works of contemporary and
past masters of illustration. The Museum’s holdings include Rockwell's last studio, moved from its original location to
the Museum grounds, and the Norman
Rockwell Archives, a 200,000-object collection undergoing digital preservation
through ProjectNORMAN, “A Save America’s Treasures Project.” The Museum is
also home to the new Rockwell Center for
American Visual Studies, the nation’s
first research institute devoted to the art
of illustration. In 2008, Norman Rock-

well Museum became the first-ever museum recipient of the National Humanities
Medal, America’s highest honor in the
field.
Norman Rockwell Museum is located
on 36 park-like acres in Stockbridge,
Mass., Rockwell’s hometown for the last
25 years of his life. The Museum is open
year-round. From May through October,
hours are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily; from
November through April, hours are 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday,
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekends and
holidays. Rockwell’s studio is open May
through October, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Museum admission is $15, $13.50 for seniors,
$10 for students, $5 for kids and teens 6
to 18, and free for children 5 and under.
Visit the Museum online at
www.nrm.org.

